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mailto:alesnick@brynmawr.edu
mailto:alesnick@brynmawr.edu
mailto:erisher@haverford.edu
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd9Y7V2fbVDHibLcD0PftG1Urj89EW1vMONMOVzFI6QypBKgQ/viewform?usp=sf_link


https://docs.google.com/document/d/11MjbVYtGnvNOX6Q0Ho89xkSGVdjUnfzlALJaGXW7myE/edit?usp=sharing
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All standards of academic honesty and integrity upheld by the honor code will also be observed in this
course. We as educators fully trust that the ideas, experiences, and work that the work students claim to
produce are their own. Generally speaking, the assignments of this course will always have a subjective

https://genai.umich.edu/guidance/students




All readings and course materials for this course will be posted on a shared class Google Drive. There
are no readings that will be required for students to purchase or access in advance.

�ǬǬƽƴǓǒƧǓǳǬ
The course will include three main assignments:

● Assignment 1- Experiential Re�ection: The �rst assignment of the course is designed to be a
multi-modal re�ection on the history and positionality of each student who is in our classroom
community. It will a�ord insight into the ways in which identity, background, and (in)equity
have shown up in education in the past, providing a personally situated framework for the rest
of the course.

● Assignment 2- Site Visit Re�ection/Field Notes: This assignment will be a re�ection related to
the site visit of the student’s choice. After engaging in a site visit or education-related event, the
student will create �eld notes and observations about the visit, which will come together in a
re�ection about the experience of visiting this new site & place. This is designed to be a
self-paced and informal way of engaging with the various collaborators of this course!

● Assignment 3- Final Plan for Engagement: In the �nal assignment for this course, students will
imagine a desired career path and choose a texĀፀ
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Hb-ZCypAI2qot4yVtl6NJffC7BSaVcLC/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=113585130807346401674&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Hb-ZCypAI2qot4yVtl6NJffC7BSaVcLC/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=113585130807346401674&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Hb-ZCypAI2qot4yVtl6NJffC7BSaVcLC/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=113585130807346401674&rtpof=true&sd=true


eǓƽǳ ۔ر �ƣǶƝƎǳƽǙǓ �ƧǦƎǩǳǒƧǓǳۢ/ǓǳǩǙƣǶƝǳƽǙǓ
The second unit is an introduction to the Bi-Co Education Department. It will include works written
and/or by faculty within the department, and visits from the professors to talk about their missions,
work, and personal educational journeys. This unit is designed to build an understanding of
departmental culture, and the work that our faculty are continuously engaging in.

eǓƽǳ ۔ز [ǶƜǈƧƝǳƽͭƧ BƧƎǬǶǩƧǬ ǙƳ [ǶƝƝƧǬǬ ƎǓƣ �ǬǬƧǬǬǒƧǓǳ
Unit three explores our current societal expectations of success, and how grading and standards a�ect
our perceptions of being “well-educated.” Students will examine the current and past grading and
testing structures most commonly used in our society, and what grading/testing structures have been
most successful and unsuccessful in their own lives. Finally, students will begin to imagine alternatives
to traditional grading systems that could be equitable or acknowledge more diverse educational
experiences. This is a framework for understanding self-grading in the Educational Department and is
designed to be an introduction to new grading forms, with room to discuss the intricacies that come
with it.

eǓƽǳ ۔س �ƣǶƝƎǳƽǙǓۓ bƧƝƺǓǙǍǙƴ ۓʹ ƎǓƣ [ǙƝƽƧǳʹ
This unit is designed to address the complex and dynamic role of technology – including digital
communications, A.I., and data science in education and as part of society – and how to grapple with
it in skillful, creative, and critical ways. We will anchor this unit in students’ particular experiences,
questions, and goals for using and thinkiķᘀ
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https://www.thenatureofthings.blog/2021/09/poetry-sunday-dont-hesitate-by-mary.html
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScrXEZw4qdn9R1ejNDnyIJznvpQ3Yq4oqMWf1ZI8e344RX4uA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScrXEZw4qdn9R1ejNDnyIJznvpQ3Yq4oqMWf1ZI8e344RX4uA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15M6EGl-4v4v1xaYe2H5RBuLp9vGVPvpo/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15M6EGl-4v4v1xaYe2H5RBuLp9vGVPvpo/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.careerguidancecharts.com/career-values-quiz.html
/inside/academic-information/centers-institutes/teaching-learning-institute/creating-rethinking-syllabi-open-learning/self-excavation-syllabi-creation-dr-zuckerman
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mmST_lehb_U
https://thecorecollaborative.com/the-importance-of-reflection-in-education/
https://thecorecollaborative.com/the-importance-of-reflection-in-education/
https://www.spps.org/cms/lib010/mn01910242/centricity/domain/125/baldwin_atalktoteachers_1_2.pdf
https://www.edutopia.org/article/treating-reflection-habit-not-event/
https://www.edutopia.org/article/treating-reflection-habit-not-event/


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SM-SIvqdDM3T2ozUEsf9HCCd1L3xq8Xv/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SM-SIvqdDM3T2ozUEsf9HCCd1L3xq8Xv/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14T1pMvjnopefZUzM-9Gf2tpHrRejH1SEMqwp1gIIw7Y/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.thisamericanlife.org/550/three-miles
https://www.proquest.com/docview/231451004?accountid=11321&pq-origsite=primo&parentSessionId=W6ThtM0m%2FfUCMZ15Rkr7tyiDPlagnIC29NGI%2FIOQTfc%3D
https://www.chalkbeat.org/newyork/2023/6/23/23770728/nyc-teacher-evaluations-danielson-rubric/
https://www.insidehighered.com/advice/2022/04/27/professor-shares-benefits-and-drawbacks-ungrading-opinion


Tues, Feb. 20 Talking With Students About Ungrading

Thurs, Feb. 22 The Alternative Grading Glossary

7 Alternatives to Standardized Testing

In-class

Friday, Feb. 23 SITE VISIT at UrbEd O�ce: 1521 Locust Street at 5 pm

sƧƧǋ ص

Date Readings & Assignments (BEFORE class) Class Activities & Notes

Tues, Feb. 27 hooks, Teaching to Transgress, “I came to theory . . . “
(audio)

Robert Wall Kimmerer, Learning to See

Bettina Love Chapter 6 sƣ sƊǏǯ ǯǕ ƟǕ BǕǥƣ bƶƊǏ
[ǲǥ̇ƹ̇ƣك Theory Over Gimmicks, “Finding Your North
Star”

�m�£ �é�m �

�Ž

�Ò

̇dك n,, No
.

̇
Thurs,

22Gds
ks,a

“n1

n,

orvL l
G

“vi

22

ass Tn, aĀك

a22

av“T

T

Tin
Y,

d

https://questionthis.net/talking-with-students-about-ungrading-what-is-the-real-deal/
https://gradingforgrowth.com/p/an-alternative-grading-glossary#:~:text=Four%20Pillars%3A%20A%20conceptual%20framework,in%20support%20of%20feedback%20loops.
https://www.uopeople.edu/blog/alternatives-to-standardized-testing/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TGu78uUqG-g
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bXRa4gt1Xt7HSQ9tS9H6pIbCa3YxG1v-/view?usp=drive_link
https://sk-sagepub-com.proxy.brynmawr.edu/video/michelle-fine-discusses-community-based-participatory-action-research
https://sk-sagepub-com.proxy.brynmawr.edu/video/michelle-fine-discusses-community-based-participatory-action-research
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aFBQqD6daR7mNKJ_jCr4ku9sOSwgNpnCSPz5VbKFO2U/edit?usp=sharing
https://www-jstor-org.proxy.brynmawr.edu/stable/j.ctv2nhq3zp.4
https://www-jstor-org.proxy.brynmawr.edu/stable/j.ctt16xwccc.4?seq=18


Freire, Pedagogy of Freedom (selections tbd)

Thurs, Mar. 7 AI Guidance from Yale’s Poorvu Center (Read overview
and select 2 articles to dig into)

Start of Unit 5: Education, Technology
& Society

Talk by Robert Goldberg

Fri, Mar. 8 SITE REFLECTION #1 DUE

sƧƧǋ ۔ط [UX/C% �X��<

sƧƧǋ ظ

Date Readings & Assignments (BEFORE class) Class Activities & Notes

Tues, Mar. 19 Clark, Natural Born Cyborgs?

Ruha Benjamin, Widening the Lens to Spot, Fix, and
Abolish Bias in Data and AI (video)

Thurs, Mar. 21 Black Lives Matter at School Week of Action

Cook-Sather & Lesnick, Engaged Voices, Engaged Beings

sƧƧǋ دذ

Date Readings & Assignments (BEFORE class) Class Activities & Notes

Tues, Mar. 26 Texts TBD Thea will be absent /Talk by Xerxes
Minocher? Text they suggest?

Thurs, Mar. 28 War, Khalil Gibran Start of Unit 6: Con�ict Resolution &
Restorative Justice

11

https://poorvucenter.yale.edu/AIguidance
https://www.edge.org/conversation/andy_clark-natural-born-cyborgs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_iwxwVPa3rg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_iwxwVPa3rg
https://rethinkingschools.org/articles/black-lives-matter-at-school-week-of-action/
https://cuny.manifoldapp.org/read/engaged-voices-engaged-beings-exploring-tensions-transgressions-and-risks-in-using-co-created-shared-google-docs-to-build-classroom-community-and-to-co-author-b18fbead-453a-4dee-8e0c-e5c06c706972/section/6c675527-cf97-4689-8dab-9147d62935df
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/58700/war-56d23d511b69f


Beyond Fix-it or Leave it: Toward Con�ict-Centered
Theories of Change in Education Work, Curl & Lesnick

Can Active Listening Work Without Trust? Lesnick

sƧƧǋ ذذ

Date Readings & Assignments (BEFORE class) Class Activities & Notes

Tues, April 2 The Restorative Journey, Malik Muhammad: Chapter 3:
“bƶƣ $ǕǥǎǉƊ ƯǕǥ �ƶƊǏưƣچ

Chapter 4: : “The Amazing Social

https://repository.brynmawr.edu/edu_pubs/37/
https://repository.brynmawr.edu/edu_pubs/37/
https://questionthis.net/can-active-listening-work-without-trust/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fz75RbBScHQR5wTaQ6xFH6KP8R-27sZM/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fz75RbBScHQR5wTaQ6xFH6KP8R-27sZM/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eSPoPp7zqXGI1cYW25lPvxf7DdNYhrMN/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YPDDRW0WcyM8DvKTRygZLcj4EyFAAo-I/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YPDDRW0WcyM8DvKTRygZLcj4EyFAAo-I/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NB4VeNJ1KIijCjf2FG9AFCyAGI7IlTH3/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yxLmsdryXbQ9BJ2FXQ-Lf3MdxD5HaTGG/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M_HNbTZ953w7IFRyQLwBkHtiZZUlG6Pw/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M_HNbTZ953w7IFRyQLwBkHtiZZUlG6Pw/view?usp=sharing


Date Readings & Assignments (BEFORE class) Class Activities & Notes

Tues, April 16 Note to Educators: Hope Required When Growing Roses
in Concrete: Je�ery M. R. Duncan-Andrad

Thurs, April 18 Poetry is Not a Luxury, Audre Lorde

Don’t Hesitate: Mary Oliver

Red Brocade: Naomi Shihab Nye

Letters of Hope Activity

sƧƧǋ سذ

Date Readings & Assignments (BEFORE class) Class Activities & Notes

Tues, April 23 Ruha Benjamin Book Festival Talk

Ruha Benjamin Viral Justice

Start of Unit 8: Weaving in Personal…
Generate questions for alumni

Thurs, April 25 Read Alumni Panelist Information ALUMNI PANEL

Fri., April 26 SITE REFLECTION #2 DUE

sƧƧǋ شذ

Date Readings & Assignments (BEFORE class) Class Activities & Notes

Tues, April 30 No Readings, In-class Workshop Day Card game: mixing occupations and
ideas from class to generate �nal
assignment brainstorming
Final Assignment Workshop

13

https://www.sjsu.edu/people/marcos.pizarro/courses/185/s1/DuncanAndradeHOPE.pdf
https://www.sjsu.edu/people/marcos.pizarro/courses/185/s1/DuncanAndradeHOPE.pdf
https://makinglearning.files.wordpress.com/2014/01/poetry-is-not-a-luxury-audre-lorde.pdf
https://www.thenatureofthings.blog/2021/09/poetry-sunday-dont-hesitate-by-mary.html
https://poets.org/poem/red-brocade
https://technical.ly/diversity-equity-inclusion/ruha-benjamin-waverly-book-festival-talk/
https://www.ruhabenjamin.com/viral-justice
https://docs.google.com/document/u/1/d/1M-GrCvggF_PsoA4fN_9cw8UsLViCb47b21u5G3PADZQ/edit


Thurs, May 2 No Readings
Final Assignment Proposal Due

Last day of
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